Audio script: Cumulative tests

[5.11]

Cumulative test Units 1 to 5

Interviewer
I know a lot of our listeners would be really interested to know how an actor prepares for a new role. I imagine that’s something you’ve been asked a fair amount of times!

Actor
You’re right! It’s a very common question, and believe it or not, it doesn’t get any easier to answer the more often I try! I think the truth is that basically every actor has his or her own individual approach to taking on a new role. And it’s really important to get it right. After all, it’s our job to be part of the storytelling process, and we have to make our characters believable, or everything falls down. Obviously it depends on the part you’re taking on. With a lighter, comic role the preparation is completely different than for a heavy, more dramatic character. To a large extent, training, like drama school, plays a big part in helping an actor take on the persona of a character. But there are many actors who have never been formally trained and simply use their instincts. And, to be honest – you can only train people so far – it’s really about giving prospective actors techniques to help them, but in the end the actor will adapt methods and techniques to suit his own style. Some actors will ‘impose’ a character from the outside – they adopt gestures, idiosyncrasies and use make-up and costume to create the character. For them, when they look right, they then start to feel the part. Others try to recreate the essence of the character from within themselves – they try to find an element of the new character in their own personality and then build on it. This then informs everything else. So, in other words, the ‘feeling’ comes first and gesture, posture, movement all follow. There are some actors who take this ‘becoming’ the other person very seriously indeed and they try to ‘live’ the part even when they’re not on stage or being filmed. For myself – I suppose I fall pretty much into the second camp. I like to try to feel the character, but I certainly don’t take it to extremes. I mean, I don’t have the luxury that some of our top actors have of being able to maintain a character while you’re not actually performing. Can you imagine sitting next to me on the tube when I’m playing a psychopath in a film?! But I do try to observe and understand the type of person I’m portraying – so if I’m playing a tramp, I’ll spend some time with homeless people, and so on. But I’d draw the line at getting locked up for a week to learn how a prisoner in solitary confinement feels! Suffering for your art is all very well – but there are limits!

[5.12]

Cumulative test Units 6 to 10

Interviewer
It surely can’t be true that it is now possible to buy a brand new car for the same price some people pay for a railway season ticket. There’s got to be a catch somewhere! Larry Barker is here in the studio to tell us more about this phenomenon. Larry, I repeat – there’s got be a catch somewhere, surely?

Larry
Nope. No catch at all. Technology has enabled car manufacturers to bring down the price of a new car to an astonishing £1,390!

Interviewer
People are already asking how many corners have had to be cut to bring the price down so far.

Larry
This car – the Tata Nano – has no safety issues at all. It’s completely safe. I mean, it’s being built by the Indian conglomerate Tata, which also owns Jaguar and Land Rover – strong, solid cars with excellent track records, so they’re not going to risk sullying their reputation by producing a substandard car, are they?

Interviewer
I see your point. So, how do they manage to produce a new car – and bear in mind this is a four-seater we’re talking about – for such a ridiculous amount of money?

Larry
Well – to start with, it is small – only just over 10 foot long and four foot ten inches wide. Although – that’s perfect for people with tiny garages! The engine isn’t that powerful – it only has about a third of the pulling power of a Ford Fiesta. And it takes more than 35 seconds to reach its top speed of 65 miles an hour. It’s also only available in three colours. In other words – it’s a basic car with no frills but it does the job. It gets you from A to B safely and cheaply.

Interviewer
And is there really a market for a car this basic?

Larry
Definitely! It was developed specifically for the Indian market to bring a brand new car within the budget of the lower paid section of the population. The developers also hope that if more people travel by car in India it will make the roads – currently chaotic with crowds and crowds of scooter riders – much safer.

Interviewer
Is the Nano available yet in Europe?

Larry
It will be, in a few years – but because our safety and emission rules are stricter than in India, when we can buy it, it will be at a higher price – about £4,500. However, that is still a good price!

Interviewer
I imagine there’s an enormous waiting list for the car in India?

Larry
Oh, yes. But – not everyone is happy about the Nano. Many are worried that it will mean the roads getting completely clogged up and pushing pollution levels up still higher. The makers of Nano insist that the car’s emissions are extremely low and fuel efficiency is superb. But you can’t please everyone… 
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